2nd May 2013

Where has the time gone?  Thanks to to the three who looked at my blog on my birthday...and sorry for not writing since February. We are all well and enjoying life here. The Multipla and I traveled well to Zambia and it was great to spend some time together as a family before making the 1200 mile journey back home.... we enjoyed the trip though and did some free game viewing -Giraffe and Elephant in Botswana. As we reached Johannesburg the car became sick.the driveshaft fitted in Northampton shortly before it was exported failed...thankfully got it fixed at a Fiat dealer who also managed to get some other needed parts. It did mean though that we had to welcome Helen and her son Brian at thew airport in a hire car. It was great to see them and we enjoyed a week in Mozambique before returning to South Africa for a wedding and to collect our faithful Multipla.

Back in time for Maundy Thursday,..and a foot washing service/communion and a three hour circuit service on Good Friday. Easter day I presided at Eucharist in Portuguese... struggling a lot and not doing very well with the pronunciation! Slowly learning how the church works and growing to appreciate the love that many Methodists have for the Rhonga language. I just wish there was a Rhonga - English or even Portuguese dictionary....still we do have the Bible in all three languages which is a blessing.

Our car for church use arrived eventually last week .A smart Toyota Surf... four wheel drive..from Japan via Durban...although over ten years old it has only done 59000km. No sooner had it been cleared from customs (which is another story) than we (The Bishop, Mission Co-ordinator and I) were off to central province about 1200km north of Maputo to induct a minister ...Revd Hilario. The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe planted the congregation near Chimoio as many Zimbabweans have settled in Mozambique... The Superintendent Minister from Mutare in Zimbabwe joined us for the Sunday Service.

The next dat I drove us back again having had a wakeup call by a pack of dogs whilst I was loading the car. One dog took a liking to my leg and having ripped my jeans attepted to take a chunk out..thankfully only minor damage done... back in Maputo I went to the clinic and now sport a dressing, and have my second rabies vaccine tomorrow.

There seems to be a game when people buy what looks like a newish car! We left it packed close to our bedroom window...on the road... and woke this morning to find the two side lights missing...we had them marked with the registration plate number...but it seemed to be no deterrent! My superintendent took me to a place where these things get replaced... I was told in jest that they get removed and then you go and buy them back! As we arrived we were followed by a group of young men carrying plastic bags in which they had the exactly the right side light lenses.. I counted about 6 or 7 sets.. .it was almost as though they were waiting for us. Perhaps last night was the night to harvest Toyota Surf parts! £70 later and the lens were purchased, fitted and pop riveted into place...so if anybody tries to remove them again they end up with a completely broken unit. Tonight the car is in our garage...with the multipla squeezed in front...

Well better go now... Staff meeting tomorrow and a pre-Synod meeting on Saturday... Sunday we are beginning a Portuguese service at 7.00hour... a second service with Holy Communion at another church at 9.00hours, At 12.00 bqack to my church for a leaders meeting and a 16.00hours the English Service. Makes me tired just thinking about it

